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For more about bringing back Kokako to GBI see our website or give us a call. 

FREE 

Websites: www.gbict.co.nz  &  www.greatbarriercharitabletrust.co.nz  Address: P.O.BOX 105, Claris, Gt. Barrier Island Phone: 094290940 Email: gbitrust@xtra.co.nz 

 

Notice Board 
 Local Board Environmental Strategy Planning Committee - 20th Feb, 20 Mar, 17 Apr 

 Local Board meeting - 13th Feb, Marian Barleyman Cottage 10am 

    - 13th March, Marian Barleyman Cottage 10am 
    - 10th April, Marian Barleyman Cottage 10am 

 

Please email gbitrust@xtra.co.nz if you would like to join our Bush Telegraph mailing list  
Black Petrel Action Group  
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Our block of land in the Medlands valley is 
blessed with large ancient puriri trees and 
fantastic bird life, helped over the last few 

years by consistent rat control. Chevron skinks 
have been seen around the site of our new 
house - our neighbour was lucky enough to 
catch one and hold it while collecting firewood 
some 4 years ago, but we didn't see it. As the 
house was built, offcuts of timber boards 
(including cedar and vitex) were tossed into a 
random pile next to the stream. Soon it  
became apparent that a very elegant skink 
hotel had been created, so the wood pile was 
left undisturbed! Over the current summer, at 
least 2 beautiful “chevvies” have made  
themselves frequently visible, sunning  
themselves on a plank, or making the odd  
foray to the nearby pump shed to check out 
the ant nest.  
 

At least one of them seems unconcerned about 
humans staring at him (her?) at close quarters, 
and seems happy to pose for photos. We feel 
fortunate indeed to share our place with such 
rare and wonderful creatures.  

 
Because of the risk of  poaching we have withheld the writers name. 

Hotel Chevron 

Raffle Winners 2013 
 

Basket of goodies:  
Suzanne Nola 
 

Champers & $100 food &  
Beverages at Currach Irish Pub: 
Angela Worthington 

Found at Pah Beach... 

Nicholas’s Johnes grand-
mother sent in this photo 
of him  holding two shells 
he found on Pah Beach in  
January 2012.  The sea 
creatures were returned 
to the water soon after 
being found.  They have 

been  identified as 
'Trumpet shell' (Charonia 
lampas);  

See Bush Telegraph Issue 3 July 2012  
for more information on this shell 

Inventions 

Four years ago I decided to use aluminium 
beverage cans to protect my plums and 
peaches from kakas and rats. It takes less 
than 2 mins per fruit to prepare and  
install.  The materials are free.  I begin by 
squashing the centre of the can (I prefer the 
larger ones) and cutting through it in one snip 
with a 150 mm shears (A), before tossing the 
halves in a bucket of water to rinse.  When 
the bucket is full I fish out 2 opposite ends 
and cut 2 finger-width snips in each, half way 
to the rim (B) and bend back the resulting 
strips.  Once the ends are dry I push the pop-
top nearly shut and slip that half of the 
can over the fruit such that the stem fits in the 
slot.  Squeezing  the cut end slightly, I slip the 
other can over, aligning the slots before 
bending the strips together (over the branch 
if possible) (C).  Sometimes, especially when I 
put 2 fruit in one can, I tape the join.  On 
average I loose about 20% to spoilage and 
clumsy installation, but the quality of the rest 
is very good, tree ripened and juicy with no 
teeth or peck marks at all.  Even if the fruits 
fall the varmints can't get them.  If you have 
any questions call me on 09-429-0808.    

John Kjargaard © 
2013 

The Beatles come to Barrier 

HELP! We needed somebody to HELP celebrate 
the ten year anniversary of the GBI Trust. But not 
just anybody….  Enter the Tim Armstrong Band, 
hailing from the Waikato. This group also does a  
wonderful BEATLES show transforming themselves 
into John, Paul, George and Ringo from 8.30pm-
midnight!  Joining a  choice bunch of local  

residents, were DAY TRIPPERS and  a huge  
contingent of bach owners who came over the 
LONG AND WINDING ROAD  from Medlands 
not only to celebrate with the Trust but to  
generally TWIST AND SHOUT  to some ROCK N 
ROLL MUSIC. Plus, between three  
unforgettable sets of Beatles Ballads we were 
able to say HEY JUDE ! thanks for ten years on 
the trust!  Our small, but perfectly formed Judy 
Gilbert stands down this year.  Thanks to all who 
supported this event, the band got a TICKET TO 
RIDE  thanks to our principal sponsor 
SEALINK,  Michelle Scott went out of her way to 
do  fabulous decorations, and the Currach  

 

donated some wonderful spot prizes .  
The GBI Trust was heartened to see so many 
supporters who had COME TOGETHER to 
have a great time . It was an amazing night 
and its so gratifying to know that we’ll always 

GET BY WITH A LITTLE HELP FROM OUR 
FRIENDS. We must admit ITS GETTING  
BETTER, ITS GETTING BETTER ALL THE TIME! 
The GBI Trust raised $3060 from dance 

SB 

mailto:gbitrust@xtra.co.nz
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Facebook.svg
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Find Great Barrier Island Charitable Trust  

on Facebook 

Elizabeth Bell (Wildlife Management  
International Ltd) has been monitoring black 
petrels (Procellaria parkinsoni) on Hirakimata 
since 1995. She and her team are up the  
mountain again this season.  
 

Black petrels nest in burrows from October to 
June. Elizabeth has over 400 study burrows 

which are checked regularly over summer to 
identify resident adults and their breeding  
status. This can involve incredible gymnastic  
manoeuvres putting one arm down into a burrow 
while trying not to slide down the bank, or lying 

over and under trees and rocks. All birds are 
banded so they can be identified and their 
breeding history can be followed.  
 

A single egg is laid between November and 
January and both parents share the 57-day 
incubation period. Chicks hatch from late  
January with fuzzy “afro” hairstyles.  They make 
loud “honking” calls and will even attempt to 
bite an intruding hand. Chicks are handled very 
delicately as most feel like over-filled water-
balloons waiting to burst – “time-bombs” as one 
assistant put it after he received a “present” 
from one!  The surviving chicks are banded in 
early May.  
 

Breeding success of black petrels is affected by 
infertility, fighting over burrows, rat and feral 
cat predation and mortality of adults (a single 
bird cannot successfully incubate an egg or feed 
a chick). Breeding success ranges from 61 to 

85%. Chicks fledge from May to June and 
then join the adults off the coast of Ecuador.  
 

Black petrels, in particular fledging chicks, 
can be disorientated by generators and 
bright lights and many crash-land on their 
first attempted flight to sea. If you find any 
petrels, they can be left alone if they are in a 
safe place or move them to a safe spot so 
they can take off again or call DOC. Please 
be aware that they have sharp bills and 
claws.   Care needs to be taken on the roads 
during the fledging period (May to June).  
 

Tracking of black petrels has shown that they 
forage around northern New Zealand, partic-
ularly along the continental shelf edges or  
seamounts during the  breeding season. Birds 
also travelled near the Chatham Rise, further 
north into the Pacific (towards Fiji) and to the 
eastern Australian coast.  
 

We are beginning to get a clearer picture 
about the breeding and at-sea behaviour 
and population trends of the Aotea/Great 
Barrier Island population of black petrels – 
and are definitely having a lot of fun doing 
so. 

Black Petrels: 

Guardians of Hirakimata 

Dolphin Researcher Sarah Dwyer 

Early in September 2012 a bottlenose  
dolphin stranded at northern end of  
Whangapoua and thanks to the efforts of 
DOC and volunteers the dolphin was  
refloated. By matching the fin of the stranded 
dolphin to the sightings database, it was a 
fantastic result to discover that the refloating 
was a complete success – the dolphin was 
photographed two days later on the  

13th September at  
Tryphena among a 

group of 40  
bottlenose  
dolphins.  
 

Sarah Dwyer 
would like to thank 
those people who 
supplied photo-
graphs to enable 
identification of the 
stranded  
individual.  Sarah 
is carrying out her 
PhD at Massey 
University under 

the supervision of Dr Karen Stockin.  
 

For more information see  
http://cmrg.massey.ac.nz or Coastal-Marine 
Research Group on Facebook. All reports of 
the injured dolphin (date, time, location, pho-
tograph) would be greatly appreciated.  

Locals helping to move strand-
ed dolphin - photo courtesy of 

Isabel Mabey 

Dolphins again…. 

For Sale:  
Bird prevention window decals - $30 plus 
postage $2.50 email: gbitrust@xtra.co.nz  

or phone:4290940 

Summer stalls 
Over the summer the GBI Trust had a stall at the 
Santa Parade, New Years Picnic and the 
Musselfest.  It is way to reach the public with in-
formation about the work the GBI Trust is doing 
and to talk about the environment on Great Bar-
rier Island.  This year Peter Edmonds created Rat 
Man and people took the opportunity to have 
their photo taken with it.  We raised $680 for 
the activities of the GBI Trust.  

      Fenella Christian 

Rata or Pohutukawa? 

Rata left, pohutakawa right.  These trees are 
both members of the genus Metrosideros, along 

with ‘climbing rata’. Pohutakawa is mainly 
coastal, and flowers before rata, which is  mainly 
in the mature bush.  Pohutakawa can be told by 
the whitish fuzz on the flower buds and under the 
young leaves – also the flowers and leaves are 
bigger than tree rata. However tree rata comes 
in two types – northern and southern rata. The 
former has a tiny notch in the tip of the leaf, 
while the latter is pointed. Both occur on Great 
Barrier, although southern rata is much less  
common – and to complicate matters still further 
all three species frequently hybridise. Six  
different kinds of climbing rata occur on Great 
Barrier – you can see a small-leaved  
white-flowered one coating the rocks at Windy 
Canyon. Another is found only on the summit of 
Hirakimata (Mt. Hobson) and a few locations in 

Westland! How did that distribution happen? 

Peter Edmonds & Paul Nichol– 
Marcy and two visitors at the 
New Years Picnic stall 2013 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Facebook.svg
http://cmrg.massey.ac.nz/

