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BUSH TELEGRAPH  

BRING BACK KOKAKO 

  

  

For more about bringing back Kokako to GBI, see our website or give us a call. 

FREE 

Websites: www.gbict.co.nz  &  www.greatbarriercharitabletrust.co.nz  Address: PO. BOX 105, Claris, Gt. Barrier Island Phone: 09 4290940 Email: gbitrust@xtra.co.nz 

Notice Board 
 Local Board Environmental Committee: 27 May, 24 June, 22 July, 26 Aug, 23 Sept, 28 

Oct, 25 Nov, 23 Dec 

 Local Board meetings: 13 May, 10 June, 8 July, 12 Aug, 9 Sept, 14 Oct, 11 Nov, 9 Dec 
 

Please email gbitrust@xtra.co.nz if you would like to join our Bush Telegraph mailing list  
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Issue 11:  May 2014 

Cockles getting smaller at 
Whangapoua 

A report covering the monitoring of cockle 
numbers and size classes, based on work done 
every year by supervised Great Barrier school 
children, suggests we need to rein in the  
current level of harvesting at Whangapoua 
estuary. The data have been collected  
annually since 2007, and are fed into the 
larger Hauraki Gulf-wide survey run by  
Ministry of Fisheries, DOC and Auckland  
Council (Hauraki Gulf Forum). While the results 
do not show a clear decline in cockle numbers, 
they do demonstrate a shift in the size class 
distribution – with smaller cockles now much 
more abundant than formerly, and larger ones 
much rarer (Fig 1). 

 
Fig 1. Changes in relative proportions of large 

(greater than 25mm) and small (less than 
20mm) cockles over seven years on  

Whangapoua estuary.  

 

There is now a clear indication that the  
average size of cockles in Whangapoua  
estuary is declining.  Cockles greater than 
35mm in width are now rare – only one was 

found this year.   There is also a suggestion 
that cockle numbers are falling but this cannot 
be stated with certainty due to wide variation 
between years and from sample to sample in 
any one year.   
 

The results are based on a grid of 49  
sample points covering 56 ha. of the estuary 
(more than half the mud-flats). Cockle popu-
lations may be higher in and adjacent to 
channels (in areas not sampled due to deep 
water), but this doesn’t discount the decline in 
cockle size (and possibly number) seen in the 
wide area sampled since 2007.   
 

If continued sustainable harvesting of  
cockles is required by the local community, 

then these data need to be considered. The 
results suggest that over-harvesting of  
larger cockles is occurring at present, and 
smaller cockles cannot achieve greater sizes 
because they are harvested.  
 

Progressive reduction in the size of molluscs is 
the common response to over-harvesting.  A 
large reduction in ‘take’ for a few years 
might be required to regrow the population, 
followed by harvesting at a lower level than 
currently occurs to sustain cockle size classes 
and numbers.  
 

Pipi numbers also seem to have declined, and 
green-lipped mussels, once abundant along 
the channel margins, are now absent.  

Job Vacancy 
We are calling for applications for the  

position of Coordinator of the  
Great Barrier Island Environmental Trust.  

The job is 10hrs a week. 
If you are interested please contact 

094290940 or send your CV to  
gbitrust@xtra.co.nz 

A busy nesting season  
2014 Okupu Beach 

Those of us who had been keeping an eye on 
the bird life at Okupu beach were over the 

moon to find that our pair of oystercatchers had 
nested - three well camouflaged eggs in a 
scrape in the sand - a new pair too, we thought.  
There far more protective of their spot.  The 
area was fenced off and a sign to say there 
were nesting birds.  Some three and a half 
weeks later, we had three chicks.   
 

We watched with pleasure as the chicks grew 
but before a month was out we had lost two of 
the chicks, how, we had no idea.  Then in the 
sixth week the last chick was predated.  A harri-
er hawk was seen flying over the beach (seen 
on previous occasions  with the oystercatchers in 
full aerial attack).  We found no dead chick but 
we had two very sad parents. 
 

As this was happening we had two pairs of 
New Zealand dotterels nesting.  The first pair 
had three eggs - in a scrape of sand as well.  
The area was also fenced and a sign erected.  
Part way through the incubation period the 

fence was moved to surround another area by 
someone who had nearly stumbled on the nest.  
So now we had another pair nesting.  Two 
nests, two fences and two more eggs.  Two 
chicks from the first nest were sighted but  
disappeared within four days.  The eggs in the 

other nest never hatched and this pair became 
one. 
 

Thank you to all those people who came onto 
the beach and kept their distance from the 
fenced areas.  The birds will leave their nests 
every time people and dogs approach.  The 
more they have to leave the nest, the less  
likely they are to successfully hatch the eggs.  
It’s pretty hard for bird and human when it is 
such a popular little beach.  Fingers crossed 
for next season.    EP 

mailto:gbitrust@xtra.co.nz
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A tale of two dotterels 

For Sale:  
Bird prevention window decals - $30 plus postage 

$2.50 email: gbitrust@xtra.co.nz  or  
phone: 094290940 

The Great Rat Hunt - Rat Tail 
Winner  

The white flowers of Lacebark trees have 
been particularly conspicuous this year.  The 
Maori name is Houhere, and this, along with 
the poplar-like leaves, gives the latin name, 
Hoheria populnea. The names Lacebark and 
Ribbonwood come from the ribbons of  
lace-like fibres in the inner bark, which can 
easily be seen by slicing the bark with a pen-
knife.  This is very similar to the inner bark of 
the Paper Mulberry tree, used throughout the 

Pacific Islands to make tapa cloth. The genus 
Hoheria, endemic to New Zealand, has half-a
-dozen species. It is common in the mountains 
of the South Island, making a lovely display 
around Mt Cook village.  

Lacebark - hoheria populnea 

Very few New Zealand dotterels get banded 
(i.e. have plastic rings put on their legs), but John 
Dowding has banded some on Great Barrier 
and elsewhere over the past decade or more. 
This April there were two dotterels with the  
coloured bands on their legs at the end of the 
dunes on Okiwi spit, staying together but away 

from the main winter dotterel flock, as if they 
were a pair. One had a white over a red band 
on the left leg and an orange over red on the 
right (called WR-OR) and the other had a metal 
band on the left and a yellow on the right 
(called M-Y). I consulted my records, and those 
of John Dowding, to come up with the following 
information. 

 

WR-OR was banded at Whangapoua by John 
in November 2004, when it had an un-banded 
mate and a nest with two eggs. M-Y was  
banded at Matarangi on the Coromandel in 
November 2006, but was first seen on Great 
Barrier (Okiwi spit) in April 2010, when it was in 
its fourth year. Probably that is when it met  
WR-OR, who might have lost his mate or simply 
fancied the new arrival. Can’t be sure about the 
romance, but both these birds have been seen at 
Okiwi in April every year since then, and this 
year they were certainly a pair and being  
followed about by one fledged chick.  
 

As they normally breed in their second year, 
WR-OR must be at least twelve years old.   M-Y 
on the other hand will have her eighth birthday 
this November. (I think she’s female, but it is  
difficult to tell the sexes of New Zealand  

dotterels – usually the males are redder in the 
breeding season!).  
 

If you’d like to check these birds out, wait until 
high tide when the dotterels will be resting on 
the spit or adjacent dunes. Scan each dotterel 
you spot with binoculars and with luck you’ll 
find these two near the end of the dunes. New  
Zealand dotterels are classified as Nationally 
Vulnerable, dependent on conservation 

measures to maintain their population. The  
eastern Great Barrier beaches are important 
breeding sites for the species from September 
to February.  

Seal spotted basking on rocks 
at Medlands recently 

Photo by Karen Bensen 

The week before Saturday 19th April, there 
was a great rat hunt on Great Barrier Island. 
 

Alex Archibald was the winner of the big 
prize with a rat tail of 21.5cm  Well done 
Alex.   
 

The day was a great success, although we 
have to apologise to parents who had to deal 
with smelly rat tails.  We are looking at  
better ways to assist you next time with your 
children’s endeavours. 
 

There was a map of all the properties on 
Great Barrier Island and people were asked 
to put a colour on their property to show what 
sort of pest management they are doing.   
 

We will try to have these maps at future 
events so please if you can show us what you 

are doing, it will be good to pass on to  
Auckland Council for their records.  It will 
hopefully show how extensive the pest  
management is on Great Barrier Island  
already. 
 

On the day Bridget Graney had information 
about waste management and had a very 
successful lucky dip with people getting all 
sorts of goodies from bamboo toothbrushes to 

drinking bottles and coffee mugs. 
 

Auckland Council also donated 40 rat traps to 
give away to land owners and residents.  
Many people took the opportunity to get  
multiple traps for their properties.  There were 
also some pickled skinks for display. 

Wanted 
Are you interested in becoming a trustee of 
the Great Barrier Island Environmental Trust? 

We have vacancies for a couple of new  
trustees and would love you to come and 
speak to us if being a trustee appeals.   

 
We are particularly interested in younger 

people applying. 
 

Please contact Peter Edmonds 09 4290414 
if you are interested. 


