
 

It is always good to realize there’s a lot of 
stuff out there we don’t know about.  In   
February Jackie Meiring asked about a 
large shell, complete with hermit crab      
remains, which she found on Kaitoke beach 
(see photo). The trumpet shell (Charonia   
lampas) is the largest shell in New Zealand, 
and not that uncommon on Great Barrier 
beaches.  The thick shell protects the creature 
from predation by snapper and such like, 
and the animal can live for over 15 years. 
It’s normally  found in deep water below low 
tide, where it fasts over winter and feeds 
entirely on sea urchins and star fish in      
summer. It sneaks about in the deep at night, 
and when it’s breathing tube (siphon) smells a 
sea urchin it grabs it with its foot and uses a 
long proboscis to inject the urchin with a 
paralyzing neurotoxin. The whole contents of 
the unfortunate urchin are then sucked in 
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For more about bringing back Kokako to GBI see our website or give us a call. 
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down the proboscis in 30 minutes, and it’s off 
for the next one. Trumpet shells crawl uphill into 
shallow water to breed in Spring, and it may 
be then that some fall prey to fishes, so their      
emptied shells become homes for large hermit 
crabs – which then leap out to feed on other 
beasties!  (see: Margaret Morley, Seashells of New 
Zealand).  

Websites: www.gbict.co.nz  &  www.greatbarriercharitabletrust.co.nz  Address: P.O.BOX 105, Claris, Gt. Barrier Island Phone: 094290940 Email: gbitrust@xtra.co.nz 

Kokako, Penguin, Fantail, 
Morepork and Seagull 
soft toys with real sound 
for sale.  
Price: $22.00 each 

 

Environmental Notice Board 
• 25th July  - Auckland Council environmental planning sub-committee meeting GBI 
• 22nd August - Auckland Council environmental planning sub-committee meeting GBI 
• We are looking for someone to Audit our Annual Accounts next year.  We would prefer 

someone with an interest in Great Barrier Island.  Phone 4290940 if you are interested. 

 
Please email gbitrust@xtra.co.nz if you would like to join our Bush Telegraph mailing list  

Hauraki Gulf Whale-strike 
workshop seeks answers 
At a recent workshop of  the Environmental  
Defence Society, the Hauraki Gulf Forum and 
the University of Auckland agreed to try to 
find a solution to the incidence of whale     
ship-strikes in the Hauraki Gulf.  Scientists at 

the workshop said that there are around 40 to 
50 Bryde's Whales resident in the Hauraki 
Gulf and that on average two of them are 
killed each year from ship-strikes.  Many of 
the participants of the workshop believe that 
New Zealand's Bryde's Whale population is 
critically endangered and that we can't afford 
to lose them with such alarming frequency. A 
number of solutions were suggested including 
slowing down large ships, creating shipping 
corridors and using relevant technology.    
Because of the critical situation it is felt that 
voluntary regulation would be more effective 
rather than using regulatory steps.  
 

The Department of Conservation are active in 
efforts to address the ship strike issue and 
together with the Auckland Council and others 
have provided funding for the research.  This 
research shows that these whales spend more 
than 90% of their time less than 12 metres 

 What we don’t know we don’t 
know... 

below the surface of the Hauraki Gulf which 
makes them so vulnerable to being struck 
by large ships.  The Hauraki Gulf Forum 
have stated they will be writing to the   
relevant Ministers to draw their attention to 
the crisis in the Gulf.  There are multiple 
agencies involved in this issue and good    
co-ordination will be necessary to find a 
solution. 
 

For More:  Raewyn Peart (09) 815 6082 or 
021 613 379 
 
Bryde's is pronounced "brood-is" (Norwegian name) 

One of our members mentioned recently that 
the name Bush Telegraph had been used by the     
Maruia Society for their newsletter many years 
ago.  I followed it up and contacted Guy 
Salmon from Ecologic and this is the reply we 
got. 
 

“Yes it’s a great title to use - we published under 
that title when we were the Maruia Society but 
Bush telegraph actually started much earlier, when 
we were the Native Forests Action Council which is 
now known as Ecologic.  We are more a research 
group/think tank and no longer publish Bush    
Telegraph.” 
 

We are happy to continue the tradition. 

Bush Telegraph name.. 

Find us on facebook 

Pihoihoi...let me describe to you this curious 
small native bird.  Its upper body is brown 
with white below and with dark brown 
streaks on the upper breast.  It has a fairly 
prominent white eyebrow stripe and white 

outer tail feathers.  
Its bill is dark brown 
and i t s  l egs       
yellowish brown. 
Have you ever  
wondered what it 
was as it crossed the 
road or track in 
f ron t of  you            

- running or walking with spasmodic flicks of 
its tail?  Often it appears to have little fear.  
It is the NZ Pipit (Anthus novaesee landiae).   
I used to see 3 or 4 on my travels, on the 
Claris side of the Okupu hill.  In recent times 
only one has been about.  I haven’t seen 
them on the ocean side of the hill, but twice 
I have had them as visitors on my section. 
When my garage was being built the build-

Bird of the month  
- Pipit (He Pihoihoi) 

Note size of the jandal next to the Shell 
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Dead wormy scallops have been reported 
from our scallop beds this year.  We don't 
know if this is a natural periodic occurrence 
or a sign of something worse happening out 
there.  It’s time to start monitoring the scallop 
stock, so that we can assess the trends in the 
future.  Any Scallop divers out there willing 
to take part in a preliminary assessment 
dive at the start of the next season please 
contact GBI Trust at 09 4290940 and we 
will organize it. Comments and ideas are 
welcome also.    PE 

streams in 1986. In Pah Beach stream         
E. coli levels were above “Action” level in 
more than 50% of samples between 2004 
and 2010.  

• The only action taken has been more   
samples – to demonstrate that the     
problem continues!  

• E. coli levels are not necessarily associated 
with high nutrient (Nitrogen and Phospho-
rus) input into the bay – except perhaps in 
exceptional ‘overflow’ situations.  

• We cannot yet say for sure that nutrient   
enrichment of seawater by inputs from the 
Tryphena streams (especially Pah stream) 
is responsible for the huge bloom of algae. 
The jury is still out on that but we will keep 
you posted   

(E. Coli is a bacterium commonly found in the gut 
of warm blooded organisms.) 

  

 

Bitterns on the Barrier 
Bitterns are seen by somebody on Great Bar-
rier every year, but we don’t know if they are 
still breeding here (there were probably 4 or 
5 breeding pairs in 1980).  Kyle and Roger 
Bright told me they’d heard ‘booming’ on the 
swamp near the Police Station in spring 2011 
and into 2012, so maybe they are. I also had   
records from Okiwi Station where Jo Sim 
thought two birds were resident in March 
2011, and Kate Waterhouse saw one in April 
of the same year. More recently we have two 
sightings by Steve Oxborough on his golf 
course wetland (near Kaitoke swamp) on and 
before 24th February this year, and three 
sightings by Scott Mabey on the Waikaro 
block and one near Kevin Burke’s house at the 
southern end of Whangapoua in March. So, 
there seem to be a few about, so please keep 
a look out and let me know if you see one!        

The Seaweed Saga - Tryphena 
The green stuff is again piled on Tryphena 
beaches in quantities that would be totally   
unacceptable to the public on any beach in 
Auckland City.  
 

What do we know about it ? 

• We know what it is – green algae           
– mostly Microdictyon (also called Boodlea). 

• We know what it isn’t – any good for    
compost! That is because the cell-walls of 
the plant are made of silicon (glass! so it 
doesn’t decompose for a long time – but it 
is good as a mulch to protect the soil     
surface. 

• Similar algal blooms have occurred in   
Hawaii and Australia – in both cases where 
nutrients were added to previously          
low-nutrient sea-water in a relatively    
enclosed lagoon or bay.  

• Short-lived, fast growing organisms such as 
green algae, often provide more sensitive 
indicators of environmental changes than 
do a few ‘spot’ checks with instruments. 

• Pollution was identified in Tryphena 

Page 2 

Black Petrel Action Group  
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LOCAL BIRD EXTINCTION ISN’T SOMETHING 

THAT HAPPENED - IT IS STILL HAPPENING. 

Long gone - was present in  1868 but 

gone before 1900 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Gone 
 
 

Going 
 
 
 

Vulnerable 

Seaweed at Pah Beach - Note the depth of the weed. 

ers asked whether I had a pet bird, as the pipit 
visited most days and appeared to be quite at 
home.  That would have been some 12 years 
ago.  About 2 years ago one appeared on my 
deck!  It said hello and disappeared not to be 
seen again.  Have you seen any around your 
area? 
 

NZ Pipit cont... 

EP 

Kay Stowell thought people would be         
interested in knowing about how the Shining 
Cuckoo gets its egg into the Grey Warblers 
nest. This information came from the following 
website:  
http://www.nzbirds.com/birds/pipiwharauroa2.html  
 

The Shining Cuckoo places its egg in the nest of 
its host the Grey Warbler and tosses out any 
eggs with its bill.  Sometimes the eggs get 
crushed and sometimes it eats them. It lays its 
own egg either on a stump, the barrel of a prone 
tree, or on the leafy ground then it takes the egg 
either in its bill or in its claws, and puts it into the 
nest. It works silently and quickly, and remains 
concealed in the vicinity to see what the Grey 
Warbler -  riroriro, might do with the egg. 

More information about the 
Shining Cuckoo... 

For Sale:  
Bird prevention window decals - $30 plus 
postage $2.50 email: gbitrust@xtra.co.nz  

or phone:4290940 

SOS - Save our Scallops 

Shore Plover Saddleback 

Stitchbird 

Whitehead - 
Present on Rakitu 
until 1950’s 

Kokako - Last 2 
removed from North 

Bush Block 1996 

Rifleman - Tiny birds 
last seen for sure in 
1970’s 

 

Tomtit - a few pairs 
on Hirakimata 

Kakariki - may be 
10 pairs left 

Bittern - last known 

nested in 2004 

Caspian Tern, Grey Duck, Pied Stilt,  

Bellbirds 

JO 


