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For more about bringing back Kokako to GBI see our website or give us a call. 

FREE 

Websites: www.gbict.co.nz  &  www.greatbarriercharitabletrust.co.nz  Address: P.O.BOX 105, Claris, Gt. Barrier Island Phone: 094290940 Email: gbitrust@xtra.co.nz 

 

Notice Board 
• Local Board Environmental Strategy Planning Committee -   

• Local Board meeting - 10th April, Marian Barleyman Cottage 10am 
    - 8th May, 12 June, 10th July, 14 Aug, 11 Sept 

• LOCAL BOARD ELECTIONS - 12TH OCTOBER, 2013 
 

 

Please email gbitrust@xtra.co.nz if you would like to join our Bush Telegraph mailing list  

Black Petrel Action Group  
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For Sale:  
Bird prevention window decals - $30 plus postage 

$2.50 email: gbitrust@xtra.co.nz  or 
phone:4290940 

Answers to puzzle on Page 3 - Back: Norway Rat, Ship Rat, Kiore. Front:  Mouse 

Issue 6:  April  2013 

 

Seedlings of brush wattle and a bracken sprout established on 
burned area at Claris one month after the fire  

The fire at Claris in January destroyed over 
100ha of dune and swamp vegetation, but 
fortunately no lives were lost or property  
damaged. The resulting blackened waste-land 
offers a number of opportunities, but these 
require rapid action before Pines, Hakea and 
other woody weeds become re-established in 
abundance. We compliment the Local Board on 
acting quickly, convening a meeting with DOC 
and Council representatives and requesting a 
revegetation plan. There is an opportunity to 
provide better beach access, and a variety of 
recreational opportunities. However, the dunes 
contain (or did contain!) some rare plants, and 
the beach is a significant nesting area for New 
Zealand dotterels, and any development needs 
to take these facts into account. The GBI Trust 
has suggested that the fire has also provided 
an opportunity to study the roles played by 
pest mammals (rodents and rabbits) in the  
re-establishment of vegetation, and will  
promote this research.  

After the fire.. 

Brush wattle seedlings under dead manuka, 2 months after  
fire at Claris. Some seedlings killed by drought. 

This cartoon was very generously sent in by Andrew Koves (10yrs) of Rosalie Bay,  
for publication in the Bush Telegraph.  It is his interpretation of super kiwi overcoming the dastardly Mr. Stoat.  

Local Board considering a 
“Rat Attack” week  

The idea of a Rat Attack week is about 

dealing to those annoying rodents         

inhabiting your space and seeing how 

many we can collectively knock off in a 

week. The Great Barrier Island Local Board 

is planning to provide, free of charge, ‘Rat 

Attack packs’ which will include traps,   

information on how to set and place your 

traps and a record sheet to tally your kills.  

Packs will be distributed from main centres 

on the island prior to Rat Attack week to 

launch and promote the event.  Your efforts 

will be rewarded. We will be reporting the 

islands tally in the Barrier Bulletin and Bush       

Telegraph and providing prizes. 
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Same process, different  
country, different island…. 

The Lord Howe Island Board has recently  
received funding to implement its proposed  
rodent eradication program.  They have en-
gaged someone to prepare a brief to en-
gage specialist consultants to: 

a)     Provide strategic advice on  
 community consultation on the  
 development and implementation of 

the Rodent Eradication Plan. 
b)    Establishment of a Community Liaison 

Group  
c)     Provide professional facilitation of 

the initial 3 meetings of the  
 Community Liaison Group  
d)    Provide Draft Communication/  
 Community engagement plan  
 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jeYkH5IFJgI 

Cockle count by Okiwi school 

John Ogden 

Once again 25 pupils, staff and parents of 
Okiwi school ventured out onto the  
Whangapoua estuary at low tide to dig, count 
and measure cockles in March.  The event was  
organised by Becs Gibson from DOC (with 
Craig Mabey and Fenella Christian), and data 
were collated by John Ogden from GBI Trust. 
An area of 700 x 700m was sampled with a 
total of 40 holes being dug and examined. 
The results suggest a downwards trend in  
numbers and sizes since 2007, but this trend is 
not ‘statistically significant’ due to the wide 
variation in counts from year to year and 
place to place. The results suggest a healthy 
population but one that might not sustain any 
heavier harvesting than occurs at present.  The 
data are gathered by the Hauraki Gulf Forum 
and sent to the Ministry of Fisheries for com-
parison with other sites.  Excellent teacher and 
pupil resource kits are available for this work 
from the Hauraki Gulf Forum (Auckland  
Council).  

– shearwaters, petrels, prions,  gannets,  
penguins, shags,  gulls, and terns – one of the 
most diverse seabird faunas in the world. 
 

Having accessible scientific knowledge was a 
key to effective, integrated management and 
this will become the ‘go to’ document and backs 
up research that identified seabirds as  
important indicators of ecosystem health. 
 

Authors Chris Gaskin and Dr Matt Rayner last 
month co-ordinated a research team that  
confirmed the New Zealand storm petrel was 
breeding on Little Barrier Island. The sparrow-
sized seabird was thought extinct for a century 
before being photographed at sea in 2003.  
The storm petrel story illustrates the success that 
comes from restoration investments and  
research effort, but the report points out there 
is much more we can do. 
 

The report finds introduced predators, habitat 
modification through urban development, fatal 
interactions with fisheries and marine pollution 
remain key threats to the Hauraki Gulf  
globally recognised seabird community.  
The report identifies research needs and  
recommends conservation actions. 
 

The handsomely illustrated, 141 page report can be 
downloaded at http://tinyurl.com/cf8skco   

Following confirmation last month that the 
‘once extinct’ NZ storm petrel is breeding on 
Little Barrier Island, the Hauraki Gulf Forum 
has published an important report on the 
status of Hauraki Gulf seabirds. The report  
details current knowledge about the 27  
seabird species breeding in the region  

Hauraki Gulf seabirds - focus 
of new report   

Jacinda Ardern MP speaking in parliament about the plight 
of the Black Petrel one of our endangered seabirds.  Black 

A recent study of rat invasion at Motu  
Kaikoura  by Aiman Bagasra (Auckland  
University) used a Rhodamine dye marker in 
food to prove that rats are still swimming to 
the island across the Man-o-War passage.  
Rats eating Rhodamine-containing pellets on 
Stellin’s land were subsequently trapped on 
the Island. The Rhodamine gets incorporated 
into their whiskers where it lights up under 
ultraviolet light.    
 

And swarming rabbits … 
 

At the recent meeting of the Local Board  
Environmental Strategy Planning Committee, 
Brett Butland (Biosecurity, Auckland Council) 
reported that rabbit density at Awana is  
currently the highest anywhere in New  
Zealand.    A proposal to study the effects of 
rats and rabbits on re-vegetation on the 
burned area at Claris is currently being  
developed by George Perry (Centre for  
Biodiversity and Biosecurity, Auckland  
University).  

More about swimming rats … 

Can you name these rodents?  
 

(From Cunningham, D. M. & Moors, P.J. 1996. Guide to 
the identification and collection of New Zealand rodents.  

Department of Conservation, Wellington, NZ.).  
 

(Answer on back page) 

Great Barrier Island Charitable Trustt  
Is on facebook 

Five minute bird counts carried out by Asher 
Cook (GBI Trust summer Scholarship recipient) 
demonstrate higher bird abundances at Windy 
Hill and Glenfern Sanctuary, where rat control 
occurs,  compared to Te Paparahi (the northern 
block) and Hirakimata/Mt. Hobson, where 
there is no control. Asher did the field work as 
part of a summer studentship from the Univer-
sity of Auckland, with sponsorship from the 
GBICT. The results confirm other studies com-
paring managed and unmanaged areas at 
Windy Hill, demonstrating the benefits of the 
years of effort spent getting rat numbers 
down.  

Bird counts show benefits of rat 
control 

John Ogden 

Tui have increased in rat-managed areas on  
Great Barrier Island 


