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Flowering native plants 
bring in the birds. 

Spring is well underway in the bush with 
clematis (puawananga) going through 
the last of its flowering.  The kowhai and 
rangiora (Bushman's toilet paper) have 
also been flowering profusely.  Bush  
lawyer (tataramoa) when it flowers is a 
favourite with kereru.  Kiekie, the woody 
climber and a favourite for Maori  
Weaving, is just starting to flower. 
 

The tui and bellbird will be loving all the 
flax (harakeke) starting to flower after a 
long winter.  The kereru will also be eying 
up the cabbage tree (ti kouka) for fresh 
berries before Christmas.   

The fantail (piwakawaka) and grey warbler 
(Riroriro) have been nesting and feeding their 
young, with the shining cuckoo 
(pipiwharauroa) looking to lay eggs in the 
riroriro's nest.   
 

Overall it's been a dry winter with few dumps 
of rain.  The bush is drying out quickly and we 
will have to be on our toes this year as always 
with the risk of fire.   

Stuart Farquhar 

Okiwi is playing host to bellbirds at the  
moment and you can hear them in the 
morning chorus that has been increasing as 
more people are trapping for rats and cats. 
bellbirds sound amazing - you might think 
they are a very noisy tui - until they give you 
one on those classic long notes that just 
float in the air. Bellbirds haven't been 
known to breed on Great Barrier for many 
years - this is because they don't tolerate 
rats - like tui can. They fly in from the  
Mokohinau or  Hauturu (Little Barrier) and 
apparently they have different accents!. Great Barrier Island Environmental Trust 

Bellbirds (korimako) at Okiwi 

Some BT readers will have been consulted 
by Marie McEntee or Shirley Johnson in the 
first phase of the Local Board’s “Community 
Conversations” to define an “Ecological Vi-
sion” for Great Barrier. The second phase 
will be to build on the results from phase 
one and to engage more with key institu-
tional stake-holders. At the recent Local 
Board Environmental Committee meeting it 
was made plain that a lot of the community 
are fed-up with ‘visions’ and would like to 
see a more tangible outcome. From this 
arose the idea of a “Great Barrier Signature 
Project”, with emphasis on ecological values 
- rather than tourism outcomes – though 
these would presumably follow. This has yet 
to be agreed to by the Local Board, so let us 
not jump the gun, but keep an eye on what 

Ecological Vision ?  
Tangible Outcome! 

comes out and be prepared to contribute.  
For some time now the GBIET has been  
considering a “Friends of Hirakimata” group 
to assist the Department of Conservation/
Ngati Rehua Ngatiwai ki Aotea  with pest 
control on the mountain. Hirakimata con-
tains most of the nesting sites for the iconic 
black petrel, a number of other ‘endangered 
on GBI’ birds (kakariki, tomtit, long-tailed 
cuckoo) and the last remnant of montane 
conifer  
forest, with kauri, kirk’s pine, yellow-silver 
pine and toatoa.  There are chevron skinks 
and long-tailed bats up there too. With the 
splendid hut on Mt Heale, and good walking 
access from three directions, protection of 
the Hirakimata  ecosystem looks like a great 
focus for a tangible outcome!  

John Ogden.  

Notice Board 
Local Board Environmental Committee:  
28 Oct, 25 Nov, 23 Dec 
 

Windy Hill Open Day 14 November 
 

Garden Tour 28 November 

Kauri (back left), Kirk’s pine (centre left), and rimu (right) 
forest on Hirakimata - photo by John Ogden.  
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Are seal numbers increasing in the  
Hauraki Gulf? 
Yes.  The numbers are slowly recovering 
after being decimated by hunting from 
1803 to 1949. 
 

What types of seals can be seen in the 
Hauraki Gulf? 
Mainly Fur seals, but there are rare, but  
increasing numbers of leopard seal 
sightings. 
 

Why are there so many dead baby seals? 
The seal pups don’t cope well with the 
weaning process and as a result they can 
die from starvation when left alone.  The 
parents leave the pups to look for food and 
some pups become disorientated and  
confused and get lost.  The sea is a wild 
and dangerous place for these pups. There 
is a study in the Otago Peninsular area that 
is looking at what is causing the deaths in 
seals and whether starvation and/or  
disease is the reason for deaths in the 
adults.  
 

What do you do if you find a seal? 
DOC has a policy of non-interference un-
less the seal is being harassed by people or 
animals.  If you are concerned ring 0800 

DOC HOT (0800 362 46) otherwise stay 
outside a radius of 20 metres, do not 
touch, do not harass, do not get between 
the seal and the water and do not get 
between the seal and its pup.               

                       Fenella Christian 

Yuin Khai Foong is the Department of  
Conservation’s mammal expert based in  
Auckland. He was recently on the island as one of 
the speakers for the Conservation Week event  

“Aotea - Ridge to Reef” which was organised 
by DOC and the Great Barrier Local Board.  
While he was here I asked him a few  
questions about seals as it has been a hot 
topic in the news over the last few  months. 

Seals 

This was the time of the year I first arrived on 
the Barrier to live many years ago. The smells 
of the bush always reminds me of that time. 
 

It was the first time I had lived surrounded by 
the bush. The smells of the hangehange and 
karapapa.  Unforgettable.  Now there are all 
those  other signs of Spring .  
 

Those crazy tui singing their hearts out,  
bossing every other bird that dares to  
enter their territory. The kereru who come to 
strip my kowhai trees, nothing left, not even a 
flower for the tui whom I originally planted 

There is plenty of food for them in Okiwi 
thanks to new plantings of bush in the valley.  
Mum was so excited the other morning when 
not one but two landed in the yellow  
flowering flax she planted near the house. 
She phoned my sister in Australia to tell her. 
We're hoping to get them to stick around and 
breed by starting rat control this year.  

Kate Waterhouse, Okiwi 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The male is olive green, with a pale underside 
and red eyes. Its tail and wings are a dark 
blue. The female is browner with a short 
curved bill. Bellbirds have a flute-like song 
and often the song is mistaken for a tui. They 
are territorial during breeding season and 
females will attack intruders when defending 
their nest. 

September / October   

Bellbird - Korimako 

Baby fur seal.  Photo by Yuin Khai Foong 

Leopard seal on a beach.  Photo by Yuin Khai Foong 

them for!  
 

The beautiful sprays of clematis and bush 
lawyer. The golden yellow of the  
kumarahou.  The kingfisher who sit high 
on a spot in the garden waiting for a 
snack to appear on the lawn.  The thrush, 
chaffinch and greenfinch who sit some 
where on high to announce their  
territory.  The wax eyes have paired up 
and are not so often at the feeding station 
on the corner of the deck. The numbers of 
kaka,  with all their associated noise, have 
increased.   
 

The grey warbler is  working hard to get 
its first nest  for the season started in the 
hope that the herald of the summer, the  
shinning cuckoo, does not lay her eggs in 
their posy.  Heard my first one this year 
on 20th September, 2015.  A busy  and  
beautiful time for all. 

Emmy Pratt 

The white flowering plant on many Great 
Barrier roadsides at present is the rapidly 
spreading Mexican devil  weed (Ageratina 
adenophora) -The photo shows its  
abundance on the slopes of the Awana Pa, 
where it has increased enormously in the 
last few years.  While it adds a bit of colour 
and may seem to do little harm, it is not 
generally known how or where it is spread-
ing. The worry is of it spreading into the 
Kaitoke wetland where it may be reducing 
the biomass of native species, which pro-
vide food for endangered native birds such 
as fernbirds and spotless crake. Landcare 
Research have Mexican devil on their list for  
biological control research, so perhaps it 
too will be eliminated in time.    
 

The Local Board Environment Committee is 
very active on the matter of weeds, and 
there is a well thought out list of the species 

being targeted for eradication or contain-
ment. Some of the main species being  
targeted are: lantana, woolly nightshade, 
kahili ginger, smilax,, moth plant, boneseed, 
Japanese honeysuckle, glyceria maxima (a 
huge grass) and tree privet.  
 

For more information about weeds contact: 
Jeremy Warden 09 4290258 

John Ogden 

Mexicans and Spaniards 
invade Great Barrier 

Photo(1) Mexican Devil Weed; Photo(2)Mexican Devil 
Weed on slopes at Awana  Photo by John Ogden 


